
  

 

 January 2025 

 

My brothers and sisters in Christ,  

 

 The 2025 Jubilee Year of Hope provides an opportunity for us to reflect on the 

theological virtue of Hope and trust in Almighty God. Hope is “the elevation of the will, made 
possible by grace, by which man expects eternal life and the means to attain it, confident of the 

omnipotent aid of God.”  Since hope takes us beyond our human capacities and what they can 
determine for the future, it is intimately related to trust.  I pray that we grow in both as we 

celebrate this Jubilee Year. 

 

 As pilgrims making our way through this world to the true promised land of the heavenly 

Kingdom of God, many are traveling to Rome to partake in the Jubilee Indulgence by passing 

through the Holy Doors in Rome. For pilgrims who can’t travel to Rome, we have opportunities 

to visit local pilgrimage sites. In keeping with the spirit of the Jubilee Year, I have designated 

several Archdiocesan locations where people can pray and fulfill some of the conditions for a 

plenary indulgence*:  

 

▪ Cathedral of St. Mary of the Assumption  

▪ Mission Dolores Basilica  

▪ National Shrine of St. Francis of Assisi 

▪ Mission San Rafael Arcángel 

▪ St. Patrick’s Seminary & University Chapel 
 

These local pilgrimage sites will set the foundation for our own local Jubilee beginning in 

October 2025 as we prepare to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the founding of Mission San 

Francisco de Asis and the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi.  

 

I encourage the faithful to participate in the Jubilee Year and avail themselves of the 

many graces in this time of spiritual renewal in the Church. 

 

 Sincerely yours in our Lord 

 

 

 

 Most Reverend Salvatore J. Cordileone 

 Archbishop of San Francisco 
 

 
*To gain a plenary indulgence, in addition to excluding all attachment to sin, even venial sin, it is necessary to perform a 

prescribed work designated by the Church (such as praying the stations of the cross in a church or visiting one of the 

designated pilgrimage sites) and fulfill the following three conditions: sacramental confession, Eucharistic Communion, and 

prayer for the intentions of the Pope. 


