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Frequently Asked Questions for Parishes re: Immigration Enforcement 
Updated: September 10, 2025 

Guidance for Parishes and Schools regarding Immigration Enforcement 
 
 

• Will immigration enforcement officials come to a parish or school? While it is difficult to predict what will happen in 
the future, it is important to remember that up to this point, there has been no direct immigration activity at any Catholic 
parish or school in CA. It is unlikely that this scenario will occur, but it is important to be prepared. Staff and leaders of 
parishes and schools can help allay fears and reduce stress by keeping calm, sharing only trusted information, and 
caring pastorally for individuals and families who feel fearful.   
 

• How does the ruling on “roving patrols” affect parishes and schools? The Supreme Court decision to allow “roving 
patrols” allows immigration officials to stop people for questioning based on appearance, language, type of work, or 
their location. There is no reason to believe this means focused enforcement at parishes or schools, and no additional 
reason to avoid participation in Mass or school.  
 

• What is the first thing to do if an immigration officer comes to the parish or school? If an immigration enforcement 
agent comes to your parish or school, have an employee greet them cordially and ask for identification, the reason for 
their visit, and any documentation for their visit.  
 

• Who should interface with immigration agents at a parish? If an immigration agent enters a parish or school, only 
the staff member in charge should handle warrants. If a volunteer is approached, they should go find the person in 
charge. While recording the situation is not unlawful, care must be taken to act respectfully and keep an appropriate 
distance.  
 

• Who does a parish call when this happens? The designated person should have their diocesan legal counsel’s contact 
information. Refer warrant questions to diocesan counsel. In the meantime, the staff person can ask the immigration 
agent to wait, preferably outside, while counsel is notified of the warrant. 
 

• Is the officer attending Mass? If the officer is attending Mass, there is no reason to ask them to leave as long as there 
is no disruption. 
 

• Is the officer attending Mass with the intention of interrupting? If an immigration officer is stationed outside of a 
church during Mass times, the priest/celebrant could ask them to move or to not interrupt the Mass, especially if they 
are not there to personally attend Mass. Note that if they have a judicial warrant authorizing them to be there at that 
time, they can remain. 

 

• Does the officer have a judicial warrant? If the officer has a warrant signed by a judge, or a court order, and the 
church or school’s property is listed on the warrant, the immigration officer has the right to enter the church, or any 
other building on campus, to conduct whatever activity is indicated in the warrant or court order. Obstructing this would 
be ill-advised and likely a violation of law. This only applies if it is a warrant signed by a judge, and not an 
"administrative warrant" that ICE prepares without going to a judge. If the agent has a judicial warrant, you may 
politely ask if you can contact the diocesan legal counsel before the agent enters the premises. If they decline and 
claim exigent circumstances, you may politely ask what the exigent circumstances are. You may and should unobtrusively 
observe the agent executing the warrant. 
 

• What if the officer does not have a judicial warrant? If the agent does not have a judicial warrant, politely indicate 
that you are not allowed to let them enter the premises without first contacting diocesan legal counsel. If they disregard 
what you say, do not attempt to physically bar them, but contact diocesan legal counsel immediately. 
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• Do private property protections allow church leaders/members to ask an officer to leave the parking lot or the 
church? It depends. Border Patrol Officers can enter “open lands” but not “dwellings” that are located within 25 miles 
of all borders. A parking lot likely qualifies as “open land.” An ICE agent will need a warrant to enter any private 
spaces, unless it’s an area that is open to the public at that time. 
 

• What are some exigent circumstances when the above might not apply? The above might not apply in exigent 
circumstances when an immigration officer is attempting to arrest someone who could be a threat. In the past, the 
following were considered exigent circumstances. Please note that these circumstances were recently rescinded and now 
the agent’s “common sense” is what dictates whether something is exigent or not.  

o The enforcement action involves a national security threat. 
o There is an imminent risk of death, violence, or physical harm to a person. 
o The enforcement action involves the hot pursuit of an individual who poses a public safety threat.  
o The enforcement action involves the hot pursuit of a personally observed border crosser. 
o There is an imminent risk that evidence material to a criminal case will be destroyed. 
o A safe alternative location — a location deemed safe for DHS personnel, the subject of the enforcement 

action, and the public — does not exist. 
 

• There are other exceptions, but hopefully they won’t happen during Mass times. 
o I-9 inspections generally occur with 3 days’ notice. It should also be enough time to contact the diocesan legal 

department as needed. This could be either an agent of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), ICE, or 
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI). 

o ICE could do SEVIS inspections for F, M, or J students at the local Catholic School. However, this inspection is 
generally limited to those students. If this were to occur, it would most likely be during a school day. 
 

Local Contact Information – Archdiocese of San Francisco 

For questions or immediate assistance, please contact: 

Saul A. Perez, Office of Human Life & Dignity – Immigration Ministry 

Phone: (415) 614-5616|Email: immigration@sfarch.org or perezsa@sfarch.org |Website: www.sfarch.org/immigration 
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