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Ladder of Faith-Rung One

The Lessons of the Fall:

We live in the world we have made of the world God made.
We retain the image of God but the likeness is lost. [705]
The Fall is evident by experience, the Bible tells us how.
We have a tendency to sin, and a desire for the good.

We tend to feel & not to think. [concupiscence]
We desire a goal we can’t achieve on our own.
We can’t reach human perfection naturally.
We owe an eternal debt that we can’t pay.

God has promised to come to our aid (Gn 3:15).

10.God desires that we all be saved (1 Tim 2:4).

Our Problem:
We need
Redemption
and
Reconciliation

Our first parents rebelled against God & lost “original justice,”
became subject to sin, death, & Satan. We are born like them.

‘““You did not abandon him to the power of death” (CCC 410)




Ladder of Faith: God the Son
How We Respond to God: Faith in the Creed -Chapter i

TheCreedtelisus | The Creed is Trinitarian:
Who God is, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, Father
by way of the acts
He performs to "
draw us to Himself: ' ‘
Creation, -’
Redemption and Holy Spirit Son
Sanctification.

1 BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER......IN JESUS CHRIST....IN THE HOLY SPIRIT...
12 Rungs of the Creed: Rung One - Rungs Two-Seven - Rungs Eight-Twelve

‘] Believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the
Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were
made...”

Jesus comes to “remake?” the world & return us to His likeness



Ladder of Faith: God the Son
Chapter Two & Rungs Two - Seven

Rung 7...from thence he will come to judge...

[Church’s trial, Second Coming & Judgement] |

Rung 6...he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand [raised on high to the Glory of the Father]

Rung 5...he descended...on the third day he rose
[His descent to Hades & historical Resurrection]

Rung 4...suffered under Pontius Pilot..crucified, died...
buried [His Life, Ministry, & Pasch. Mystery]

Rung 3...he was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit [Christology, Incarnation, Mariology,]

Rung 2...in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord
[meeting of history & eternity - eternal design in Him]



The Creed: Ladder of Faith - The Primacy of Faith

God'’s Revelation

The journey of history cotmer
is where we meet the .’ The object of our act of
God who seeks us: faith = fides quae [the
Father, Son and Holy '- ’ ‘“faith which” we believel.
Spirit. CCC 234 Theology [Who God is]

Holy Spirit Son

The mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is the central mystery of Christian faith & life. Itis
therefore the source of all the other mysteries of faith, the light that enlightens them.

Economy of Salvation History

A Q [What God does]
OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH
AGE OF THE FATHER AGE OF THE SON AGE OF THE SPIRIT
CREATION & PROMISE REDEMPTION SANCTIFICATION

The whole history of salvation is identical with the history of the way & means by which the one
true God, Father, Son, & Holy Spirit, reveals himself to men & reconciles & unites with himself
those who turn away from sin.



Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 2

The Plan of Salvation or Economy is Christological:

Alpha (Qmega
Logos = Word

‘“>At the heart of catechesis we find, in essence, a Person, the Person
of Jesus of Nazareth, the only Son from the Father...’ To catechize is
‘to reveal in the Person of Christ the whole of God’s eternal design
reaching fulfillment in that Person. ‘” CCC 426

‘“l am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning
and the end.” Rev 22:13



Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 2

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

The historical Jesus:
Yeshua (Yehoshua -Joshua) His
Identity & Mission = God saves.

Christ (Mashiach) the Anointed
of God. Manifested at Jordan...
Priest, Prophet and King >>>

Son of God (and ben David)
“beloved Son” - Only Son of God
LORD (YHWH Ex 3) Kyrios [K-S]
Jesus is Lord! key, center &
purpose of our history (CCC 450)

Rung 2, born of the Arian controversy over the Logos, makes clear the
full divinity of the divine Son, manifested in the flesh. It begins with
this manifestation in history. The Apostle’s Creed says only this:

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord...




Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 2

Three Christological heresies: Three Christological truths:

+ Denial of the full divinity of Christ He is true God

+ Denial of the full humanity of Christ He is true man

+ Denial of a real (personal) union He is the union of the divine
between the two natures nature and a human nature in

in the Person of the divine Son




Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 2

Quicumgque Vult or Athanasian Creed:

Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation; that he also
believe faithfully the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the right
Faith is, that we believe and confess; that our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, is God and Man; God, of the Substance [Essence] of the
Father; begotten before the worlds; and Man, of the Substance
[Essence] of his mother, born in the world. Perfect God; and perfect
Man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh subsisting. Equal to the
Father, as touching his Godhead; and inferior to the Father as touching
his Manhood. Who although he is God and Man; yet he is not two, but
one Christ. One; not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh; but by
assumption of the Manhood into God. One altogether; not by confusion
of Substance [Essence]; but by unity of Person. For as the reasonable
soul and flesh is one man; so God and Man is one Christ;

The rhythm of the Creed is from Jesus >> God >> Man >> Person



Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 2

Christological Mystery of the Incarnation of Our Lord

‘“We confess that one and the same Christ, Lord, and only-begotten
Son, is to be acknowledged in two natures without confusion, change,
division, or separation. The distinction between the natures was never
abolished by their union, but rather the character proper to each of the
two natures was preserved as they came together in one person
(prosopon) and one hypostasis.”’

-Council of Chalcedon 451 A.D.

This doctrine combined the Greek terms prosopon and
hypostasis, the first rather weak and the second more
‘“substantial,” to define the ‘“hypostatic union” in Christ.




Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 2

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

This to indicate that the
Fatherhood communicates
substance unto likeness of

nature. Thatis, the divine
Fatherhood (and the Sonship) is a
unique (wholly divine)
expression of generation without
beginning or end. Note also, we
can say the Word is “conceived”,
the Son is “generated.”

This part of the Creed demonstrates (variously) that
the historical Jesus is fully divine. He is the Logos/Son
‘“‘consubstantial” (lit. homoousion), or of the same
substance (nature, essence) with the Father.




Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 2

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

This, like the profession of His
procession by generation,
indicates the co-eternity of
the Son with the Father
against Arius’ heretical claim
that “There was a time when
He was not,” suggesting that
He was, ‘“made God” by the
Father, Who alone is eternal
and infinite.

This part of the Creed demonstrates (variously) that
the historical Jesus is fully divine. He is the Logos/Son
‘“‘consubstantial” (lit. homoousion), or of the same
substance (nature, essence) with the Father.




Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 3

Rung 3... demonstrates the full humanity...

“l believe in one Lord Jesus Christ....For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of
the Virgin Mary” [birth, suffering, and death are human things]

Why Did the Word Become Flesh?

= ¢‘to save us by reconciling us with God” (456-457)

His Answer:
To unite
- “that ...we might know God'’s love” (458) Himself with
us in the
- “to be our model of holiness” (459) Incarnation

- ¢‘to make us partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pt 1:4, 460)

“This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh!”



Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 3

Hypostatic Union - one Person
True body Lord

2 A
e e e

True will -’ True intellect <<<Man - God>>>> Son -’ Christ

Jesus = fully human The Incarnation Jesus = fully divine

CCC 472 This human soul that the Son of God assumed is endowed
with a true human knowledge. As such, this knowledge could not in
itself be unlimited: it was exercised in the historical conditions of his
existence in space and time. This is why the Son of God could, when he
became man, "increase in wisdom and in stature, and in favour with
God and man",’ and would even have to inquire for himself about
what one in the human condition can learn only from
experience.'”’This corresponded to the reality of his voluntary
emptying of himself, taking "the form of a slave".'”®


https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HL
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HM
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HN

Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 3

CCC 473 But at the same time, this truly human knowledge of God's
Son expressed the divine life of his person.' "The human nature of
God's Son, not by itself but by its union with the Word, knew and
showed forth in itself everything that pertains to God."'° Such is first
of all the case with the intimate and immediate knowledge that the
Son of God made man has of his Father.* The Son in his human
knowledge also showed the divine penetration he had into the secret
thoughts of human hearts.'”’

CCC 474 By its union to the divine wisdom in the person of the Word
incarnate, Christ enjoyed in his human knowledge the fullness of
understanding of the eternal plans he had come to reveal.'”® What he
admitted to not knowing in this area, he elsewhere declared himself
not sent to reveal.'”

Jesus knew He was God, Messiah & what He came to do & reveal.


https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HO
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HP
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HQ
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HR
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HS
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HT

Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 3

CCC 475 Similarly, at the sixth ecumenical council, Constantinople lll
in 681, the Church confessed that Christ possesses two wills and two
natural operations, divine and human. They are not opposed to each
other, but co-operate in such a way that the Word made flesh willed
humanly in obedience to his Father all that he had decided divinely
with the Father and the Holy Spirit for our salvation.''? Christ's human
will "does not resist or oppose but rather submits to his divine and
almighty will."""

CCC 477 ...in the body of Jesus "we see our God made visible and so
are caught up in love of the God we cannot see."'" The individual
characteristics of Christ's body express the divine person of God's
Son....to the point that they can be venerated when portrayed in a holy
image, for the believer "who venerates the icon is venerating in it the
person of the one depicted".'*®

‘“That which is not assumed is not saved”


https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HU
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HV
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HY
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM#$HZ

Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 3

‘] believe in one Lord Jesus Christ....For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of
the Virgin Mary”

CCC 487 What the Catholic faith believes about Mary is based on what
it believes about Christ, and what it teaches about Mary illumines in
turn its faith in Christ.

CCC 488 "God sent forth his Son", but to prepare a body for him, he
wanted the free co-operation of a creature. For this, from all eternity
God chose for the mother of his Son a daughter of Israel, a young
Jewish woman of Nazareth in Galilee, "a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name
was Mary"



Ladder of Faith: God the Son - Rung 3

The prerogatives of the Blessed Mother are ‘“mantles” about the
Christological and Ecclesiological mysteries:

1. Immaculate Conception - pure womb for the Word.

2. Divine Motherhood - She is Theotokos, Mother of the divine Son.

3. Perpetual Virginity - Christ is Son of God alone, even in His
humanity!

4. Assumption Body and Soul - She is eschatological icon of the
Church in heavenly perfection, the resurrected universal Queen.

CCC 969 "This motherhood of Mary in the order of grace continues
uninterruptedly from the consent which she loyally gave at the
Annunciation and which she sustained without wavering beneath the
cross, until the eternal fulfilment of all the elect. Taken up to heaven
she did not lay aside this saving office but by her manifold intercession
continues to bring us the gifts of eternal salvation .... Therefore the



Blessed Virgin is invoked in the Church under the titles of Advocate,
Helper, Benefactress, and Mediatrix." (LG 62)*

CCC 971 "AU generations will call me blessed": "The Church's
devotion to the Blessed Virgin is intrinsic to Christian worship."*"* The
Church rightly honors "the Blessed Virgin with special devotion. From
the most ancient times the Blessed Virgin has been honored with the
title of '"Mother of God, to whose protection the faithful fly in all their
dangers and needs....

* As regards Mater Populi Fidelis, in comments made after a November 25, 2025 Vatican Press conference, Cardinal Fernandez
clarified the expression “always inappropriate’” to mean ultimately that the Coredemptrix title will no longer appear in “official
documents of the Magisterium? or “official liturgical texts,” but that the Coredemptrix title can continue to be legitimately
used in common informed discussions with an accurate traditional meaning, as well as in prayer groups and private devotion.
https://dianemontagna.substack.com/p/cardinal-fernandez-clarifies-co-redemptrix, accessed November 28, 2025.
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https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P2C.HTM#$19C

Extra note on Christ’s possession of the Beatific Vision in His human
intellect.

St. Thomas
The Disputed Questions on Truth

Q. 20: The Knowledge of Christ

ARTICLE I

In the second article we ask:

Did the soul of Christ see the Word through a habit?

From what has been said, it is evident that a power is more perfect when it receives something as a habit than if it receives it
only as a transient impression. Therefore, we must say that anything supplementary to the soul of Christ is there as a habit.
For both of the reasons we have given we must say that there is some addition to the soul of Christ. By reason of the nature, for
vision of the divine essence is above the state of any created nature. Consequently, no creature can reach this unless itis
elevated to that blessed vision by some light. In some, for example those enraptured, this light is received as a temporary
impression and transiently. But in Christ it was there as a habit, making the soul of Christ beatified from the beginning of its
existence.



