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Ladder of Faith: God the Son 
Chapter Two & Rungs Four – Seven 

 
Rung 7…from thence he will come to judge… 
    [Church’s trial, Second Coming & Judgement] 
 

Rung 6…he ascended into heaven and is seated at the  
    right hand [raised on high to the Glory of the Father] 
 

Rung 5…he descended…on the third day he rose 
    [His descent to Hades & historical Resurrection] 
 

Rung 4…suffered under Pontius Pilot..crucified, died… 
    buried [His Life, Ministry, & Pasch. Mystery] 
______________________________________________________ 

 
Rung 3…he was conceived by the power of the Holy  
    Spirit [Christology, Incarnation, Mariology,] 
 

Rung 2…in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord 
    [meeting of history & eternity – eternal design in Him] 

 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rung 2 

   
 
Three Christological heresies:         Three Christological truths:  
 
+ Denial of the full divinity of Christ   He is true God 
 
+ Denial of the full humanity of Christ   He is true man 
 
+ Denial of a real (personal) union  He is the union of the divine  
   between the two natures    nature and a human nature in 

in the Person of the divine Son 
 
 
 

In Him, God and man are reconciled. 
 

“That which is not assumed is not saved” 
 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rung 2 

The Plan of Salvation or Economy is Christological: 
      

 
 

    lpha                     mega 

  Logos = Word 
 

“’At the heart of catechesis we find, in essence, a Person, the Person 
of Jesus of Nazareth, the only Son from the Father….’  To catechize is 

‘to reveal in the Person of Christ the whole of God’s eternal design 
reaching fulfillment in that Person. ‘” CCC 426 

 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning 
and the end.”         Rev 22:13  



Jesus and the Mystery of Recapitulation 
CCC 518 Christ's whole life is a mystery of recapitulation. All 

Jesus did, said and suffered had for its aim restoring fallen man 
to his original vocation: 

“When Christ became incarnate and was made man, he 
recapitulated in himself the long history of mankind and 
procured for us a "short cut" to salvation, so that what we had 
lost in Adam, that is, being in the image and likeness of God, we 
might recover in Christ Jesus. For this reason Christ experienced 
all the stages of life, thereby giving communion with God to all 
men.”                                                            - St. Irenaeus of Lyon 

 
“For he has made known to us in all wisdom and insight the mystery of his 

will, according to the purpose he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness 
of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.”  

Ephesians 1:9-10 



Jesus and the Mystery of Recapitulation 
CCC 521 Christ enables us to live in him all that he himself 

lived, & he lives it in us. "By his Incarnation, he, the Son of God, 
has in a certain way united himself with each man." We are 

called only to become one with him, for he enables us as the 
members of his Body to share in what he lived for us in his flesh 

as our model: 

“We must continue to accomplish in ourselves the stages of 
Jesus' life & his mysteries & often to beg him to perfect & 

realize them in us & in his whole Church. . . For it is the plan of 
the Son of God to make us & the whole Church partake in his 
mysteries & to extend them to & continue them in us & in his 

whole Church. This is his plan for fulfilling his mysteries in us.”                       
- St. John Eudes 

“That which is not assumed is not saved” 
 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rungs 4-7 

 

4. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, [“He descended into hell”] 

 
5. and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 

6. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

7. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 

 



 

Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rungs 4-7 

 

CCC 512 Concerning Christ's life the Creed speaks only about the 
mysteries of the Incarnation (conception and birth) and Paschal 

mystery (passion, crucifixion, death, burial, descent into hell, 
resurrection and ascension). It says nothing explicitly about the 
mysteries of Jesus' hidden or public life, but the articles of faith 

concerning his Incarnation and Passover do shed light on the whole 
of his earthly life. "All that Jesus did and taught, from the beginning 
until the day when he was taken up to heaven", is to be seen in the 

light of the mysteries of Christmas and Easter. 
 

CCC 522 The coming of God's Son to earth is an event of such immensity that 
God willed to prepare for it over centuries. He makes everything converge 

on Christ: all the rituals and sacrifices, figures and symbols of the "First 
Covenant". He announces him through the mouths of the prophets who 

succeeded one another in Israel. 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rungs 4-7 
 

What we don’t see in the Creed: 
 

CCC 533 The hidden life at Nazareth allows everyone to enter into 
fellowship with Jesus by the most ordinary events of daily life 

CCC 536 The baptism of Jesus is on his part the acceptance and 
inauguration of his mission as God's suffering Servant.  

CCC 566 The temptation in the desert shows Jesus, the humble 
Messiah, who triumphs over Satan by his total adherence to the plan 
of salvation willed by the Father. 

CCC 567 The kingdom of heaven was inaugurated on earth by Christ. 
"This kingdom shone out before men in the word, in the works and in 
the presence of Christ" (LG 5). 

CCC 556 On the threshold of the public life: the baptism; on the 
threshold of the Passover: the Transfiguration…. [which] "is the 
sacrament of the second regeneration": our own Resurrection.  



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rungs 4-7 
 

His Recapitulation of all things 
CCC 538 The Gospels speak of a time of solitude for Jesus in the 

desert immediately after his baptism by John. Driven by the 
Spirit into the desert, Jesus remains there for forty days without 
eating; he lives among wild beasts, and angels minister to him. 

At the end of this time Satan tempts him three times, seeking to 
compromise his filial attitude toward God. Jesus rebuffs these 

attacks, which recapitulate the temptations of Adam in 
Paradise and of Israel in the desert, and the devil leaves him 

"until an opportune time". 

 

“That which is not assumed is not saved” 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rungs 4-7 
 

Jesus’ 40 Days in the Wilderness 

 

CCC 539 The evangelists indicate the salvific meaning of this 
mysterious event: Jesus is the new Adam who remained faithful 

just where the first Adam had given in to temptation. Jesus 
fulfils Israel's vocation perfectly: in contrast to those who had 

once provoked God during forty years in the desert, Christ 
reveals himself as God's Servant, totally obedient to the divine 
will. In this, Jesus is the devil's conqueror: he "binds the strong 
man" to take back his plunder. Jesus' victory over the tempter 
in the desert anticipates victory at the Passion, the supreme 

act of obedience of his filial love for the Father. 
 

 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rungs 4-7 
 

“This is the true victory, that the one who had ruined the deathless, 
glorious and feasting Adam is now conquered by a man subject to 
death, humble and hungry.”                     - St Maximus of Turin 

 

           The Three Temptations: 
              

  + Stones into bread=Food 
 

+ Kgdms of the earth=Power 
 

                           + Cast yourself down=Death 

 
 
 

                          +     +     + 
 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rungs 4-7 
 

 
    ADAM          ISRAEL      JESUS             JESUS       US 
 

1 EDEN         2 WILDERNESS    3 WILDERNESS         4 GETHSEMANE          5 CHURCH 
     FRUIT                    MANNA                           FOOD                              LAST SUPPER        EUCHARIST 
LIKE GODS      FEAR FALSE GODS                  POWER                 TABOR-CLOTHED W/    CONFIRMATION 
WON’T DIE          RISK DEATH                            DEATH                    CROSS                     BAPTISM 
 

“Tale of the Five Gardens” 
 

CCC 539 Jesus fulfils Israel's vocation perfectly: in contrast to 
those who had once provoked God during forty years in the 

desert, Christ reveals himself as God's Servant, totally 
obedient to the divine will. 

 

CCC 430  In Jesus, God recapitulates all of his history of 
salvation on behalf of men.  

 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rungs 4-7 
 

 
 

   Sinai 40          Ascension 40                      Lenten 40 

Noah’s 40       Desert 40         Jesus’ 40        Destruction of Temple + 40 
 

Jesus’ 40 Days in the Wilderness: The numbers, it all adds up! 
 

4  = the earthly number (4 directions, 4 seasons, etc.) 
X  10  = the law or judgment (10 Commandments) 
    40  = judgment of the earth (Flood - 40 days and nights, etc.) 

 

CCC 430 In Jesus, God recapitulates all of his history of 
salvation on behalf of men. 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rung 4 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death & was buried, [He descended into hell] 

 

+ Conflict with Jewish Authorities: 
- Law: Sabbath, washings, “but I say,” 
- Temple: “destroy this Temple…” 
- One God: “before Abraham, I AM!” 

+ “No one takes my life from me; I lay it  
 Down freely.” Jn 10:18 

- “Was it not necessary that the  
Christ should suffer these things  
and enter into his glory?” Lk 24:26 

- “as Moses lifted up the serpent… 
so must the Son of Man be…”Jn 3:14 

+ “Behold the Lamb of God…” Jn 1:29 
 

 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rung 4 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death & was buried, [He descended into hell] 

 

 
+  CCC 624 It is the mystery of Holy Saturday, when Christ, lying in 
the tomb, reveals God's great sabbath rest after the fulfilment of 
man's salvation, which brings peace to the whole universe.  
 

+ CCC 633 Scripture calls the abode of the dead, to which the 
dead Christ went down, "hell" - Sheol in Hebrew or Hades in 
Greek - because those who are there are deprived of the vision of 
God…the case for all the dead, whether evil or righteous…which 
does not mean that their lot is identical, as Jesus shows through 
the parable of the poor man Lazarus…in Abraham's 
bosom….Jesus did not descend into hell to deliver the damned, 
nor to destroy the hell of damnation, but to free the just who had 
gone before him. “Limbus patrum.” 

 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rung 5 
 

and rose again on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 

 

+ Mystery of the third day in Creation, Akedah, Exodus, & Prophecy. 
 

Gen 22:4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in 
the distance. 
Ex 3:18 let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we 
may sacrifice to the Lord our God. 
Ex 19:10-11 Go to the people and consecrate them today and 
tomorrow…and be ready for the third day. For on the third day 
the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai. 
Jonah 1:17 And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and 
three nights. 
Hos 6:2 After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will 
raise us up, that we may live in His presence. 
 

John 2:18 “Destroy this Temple & in three days I will raise it up.” 
 
 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rung 5 
 

and rose again on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures. 

 

CCC 639 The mystery of Christ's resurrection is a real event, with 
manifestations that were historically verified, as the New Testament 
bears witness…."I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
scriptures, and that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the Twelve. . ." (1 Cor 15:3-4) 
 

CCC 647 the Resurrection was an historical event that could be 
verified by the sign of the empty tomb and by the reality of the 
apostles' encounters with the risen Christ, still it remains at the very 
heart of the mystery of faith as something that transcends and 
surpasses history. This is why the risen Christ does not reveal 
himself to the world, but to his disciples, …"who are now his 
witnesses to the people." 
 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rung 6 
 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 

 
 

CCC 659 But during the forty days when he eats and drinks familiarly 
with his disciples and teaches them about the kingdom, his glory 
remains veiled under the appearance of ordinary humanity. Jesus' 
final apparition ends with the irreversible entry of his humanity into 
divine glory, symbolized by the cloud and by heaven, where he is 
seated from that time forward at God's right hand. Only in a wholly 
exceptional and unique way would Jesus show himself to Paul "as to 
one untimely born", in a last apparition that established him as an 
apostle. [See also Acts 7:56 “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 
the Son of Man standing (histota from histemi, like anistemi) at the 
right hand of God.”] 
 

The Catechism tells us that His sitting with the Father is a 
“long Advent” in which we await His Second Coming. 

 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rung 7 
 
 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
 

CCC 674 The glorious Messiah's coming is suspended at 
every moment of history until his recognition by "all 
Israel", for "a hardening has come upon part of 
Israel"… St. Peter says to the Jews of Jerusalem… "Repent 
therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted 
out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence 
of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for 
you, Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the time for 
establishing all that God spoke by the mouth of his holy 
prophets from of old." (Acts 3:19-21) 
 

 



Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rung 7 
 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

CCC 675 Before Christ's second coming the Church must 
pass through a final trial that will shake the faith of many 
believers. The persecution…will unveil the "mystery of 
iniquity" in the form of a religious deception offering men 
an apparent solution to their problems at the price of 
apostasy from the truth. The supreme religious deception 
is that of the Antichrist, a pseudo-messianism by which 
man glorifies himself in place of God and of his Messiah 
come in the flesh.575 
 

 
 
2 Thes 2:3 For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
the son of destruction….9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false 
signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love 
the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is 
false, 12 in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.  

https://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1V.HTM#$UQ
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/2-9.htm___.YXAzOmFkc2Y6YzpvOjgzYzNlYTMwNzk5ZTlkODI3MGQ4YTVmMDA0YTM5NmJhOjc6YzNiMzo2ZjFiMDYzMjY1MTFkZjMxNDdhNTIxNzVhZmU1Y2QzOGVhMzRlOWUyZWZjNmYzODkzZWJhNzA4ZTM3NmE3NDM0OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/2-10.htm___.YXAzOmFkc2Y6YzpvOjgzYzNlYTMwNzk5ZTlkODI3MGQ4YTVmMDA0YTM5NmJhOjc6M2E1YzoyNTIxM2RmMWQ1Yzg5MmJmYWJlMDM4ZWQ2Y2EyZGExNWVkNjcyNDc4ZjE5Y2I4ZDBhZmM3MTMxNTk3Nzg4YzBlOnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/2-11.htm___.YXAzOmFkc2Y6YzpvOjgzYzNlYTMwNzk5ZTlkODI3MGQ4YTVmMDA0YTM5NmJhOjc6ZmQyMDozYTM5N2ZiM2NlNThhNGI2ZjZhOTgxM2E0ZTIzNzg3YjU4MDU0ZTY4MmRhZGI2OTZmYTAzODkyMTM4ZGNkZjE4OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://biblehub.com/2_thessalonians/2-12.htm___.YXAzOmFkc2Y6YzpvOjgzYzNlYTMwNzk5ZTlkODI3MGQ4YTVmMDA0YTM5NmJhOjc6ZWJlMDo5ZGY4OTBmYjBkOTAxOGI4YWU2MGRlMGQ0NDYyMmJjYWE0NzQ4MjU2NDU3OTQxOGRkYmVkZTM0YWU5MWMxMjcyOnA6VDpG


Ladder of Faith: God the Son – Rung 7 
 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

           Hebrews 9:27And just as  
it is appointed for man to die  
once, & after that comes 
judgment, 28 so Christ, 
having been offered once to 
bear the sins of many, will 
appear a second time, not to 
deal with sin but to save 
those who are eagerly 
waiting for him. 
 

                                                                               +     +     + 

 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://biblehub.com/hebrews/9-27.htm___.YXAzOmFkc2Y6YzpvOjgzYzNlYTMwNzk5ZTlkODI3MGQ4YTVmMDA0YTM5NmJhOjc6OTBhZjpmMDY5MjBlYjAzMWZkNzhmYzBkZjQ4YTQxMTkzZmYyOGYzOWI0OWE1OTgxZjlkYjA1YzFmZGNhMjM0ZWM0YmQ2OnA6VDpG
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://biblehub.com/hebrews/9-28.htm___.YXAzOmFkc2Y6YzpvOjgzYzNlYTMwNzk5ZTlkODI3MGQ4YTVmMDA0YTM5NmJhOjc6MWNiODpiNjI3NTAwOGY0ZWYzMzczZjRmNTAzYTdjMzM5YTIzMmMwMzYwYzU0NDkxNThjNDhiNTNhY2YzMWQ2NTA4MWM0OnA6VDpG

