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Ladder of Faith: God the Holy Spirit

Chapter Three & Rungs Eight-Ten

Rung 10...the forgiveness of sins [moved to Lesson 6]
[Baptism and Penance, power of the keys]

Rung 9...the Holy Catholic Church, Communion of Saints
[The Church Economy, 4 Marks, Sts, Mary as first]

Rung 8...1 believe in the Holy Spirit...
[Joint mission with the Son in the Economy]

Rung 7...from thence he will come to judge...
[Church’s trial, Second Coming & Judgement]

Rung 6...he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand [raised on high to the Glory of the Father]

Rung 5...he descended...on the third day he rose
[His descent to Hades & historical Resurrection]

Rung 4...suffered under Pontius Pilot..crucified, died...
buried [His Life, Ministry, & Pasch. Mystery]




Ladder of Faith: The Holy Spirit - Rung 8
How We Respond to God: Faith in the Creed -Chapter 3

The Creed tells us . . o .
Who God is, Father, | T1he Creed is Trinitarian: ||
Son and Holy Spirit, Father ;
by way of the acts He 4
performs to draw us .’ \ |
to Himself: Creation, ' ‘ /
Redemption and (T ’ |
Sanctification. Holy Spirit Son

| BELIEVE IN GOoD THE FATHER...IN JESUS CHRIST...IN THE HOLY SPIRIT...
12 Rungs of the Creed: Rung One Rungs Two-Seven Rungs Eight-Twelve

... the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has

spoken through the prophets.

CCC 691-701 Holy Spirit: Name, Titles and Symbols




Ladder of Faith: The Holy Spirit - Rung 8

The Third Person of the Most Holy Trinity. “Holy Spirit” is His proper name.

The Love of the Father and the Son: ‘°God is Love’ and love is his first gift,
containing all others. ‘God’s love has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.’” CCC 733 (Romans 5:5).

What is the Holy Spirit’s Mission?

I. The Divine Paraclete, Advocate, Counselor: John 14:16-17 And I will
pray the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, to be with
you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him; you know him, for he
dwells with you, and will be in you. (Often also “Consoler.” The devil
is often called the “Accuser” or “Adversary” - the exact opposite!)

Il. The Spirit of Truth: John 16: 13-15 When the Spirit of truth comes, he
will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to
you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take



what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine;
therefore | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

Note that the voice of the Spirit is never heard, He always testifies
to Christ and to what Jesus says. The CCC calls this “divine self-
effacement” His humility!

The Holy Spirit speaks through:

+ The Church’s Bible (“who has spoken through the prophets?”)

+ The oral Tradition of the Church

+ The teachers of the Church, the Pope and Bishops

+ The Liturgy and Sacraments of the Church (a sign language)

+ In the Church’s prayer, charisms, ministries/mission &
thewitness ofthe Saints

| BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER...IN JESUS CHRIST...IN THE HOLY SPIRIT...

... the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has



spoken through the prophets....1 believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church....

I1l. The Sanctifier: “The communion of the Holy Spirit in the Church
restores to the baptized the divine likeness lost through sin.” CCC
734

Gen 1:26-27 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness;
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps upon the earth." So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created them. NATURE

2 Peter 1:3-4 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises,
that through these you may escape from the corruption that is in the world
because of passion, and become partakers of the divine nature. GRACE

1 John 3:2 Beloved, we are God's children now; it does not yet appear what we
shall be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he is. GLORY!




Ladder of Faith: The Holy Spirit - Rung 8

The Plan of Salvation is a Joint Economy of Son and Spirit:

Age of the Father Age of the Son Age of the Spirit
TIME OF PROMISES FULLNESS OF TIME IN THE LAST DAYS

Although fully “manifested” at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit
hovers over the whole economy, giving life and truth.

‘“God’s Spirit prepares for the time of the Messiah” CCC 702
‘““He has spoken through the prophets.”



Ladder of Faith: The Holy Spirit - Rung 8

The Plan of Salvation or Economy is Mariological:

Mary
CCC 721-725

Daughter of the Father Mother of the Son Spouse of the Spirit

TIME OF PROMISES FULLNESS OF TIME IN THE LAST DAYS
Prepares Fulfills Manifests Communion

‘“Mary, the all-holy ever-virgin Mother of God, is the masterwork of
the mission of the Son and Spirit in the fullness of time” CCC 721

‘“In Mary, the Holy Spirit fulfills the plan of the Father’s loving
goodness” CCC 723



Ladder of Faith: Holy Spirit & the Church Rung 9

The Plan of Salvation or Economy is Ecclesiological

The Church
CCC 737
Age of the Father Age of the Son Age of the Spirit
TIME OF PROMISES FULLNESS OF TIME IN THE LAST DAYS
Prepares Manifests Makes Present Communion

“The mission of Christ & the Holy Spirit is brought to completion in
the Church, which is the Body of Christ and the Temple of the Holy
Spirit.... Thus the Church’s mission is not an addition to that of Christ
and the Holy Spirit, but it is its sacrament” CCC 737-738



Ladder of Faith: Holy Spirit & the Church Rung 9

The Plan of Salvation or Economy is Ecclesiological

The Liturgy
CCC 1092
Age of the Father Age of the Son Age of the Spirit
TIME OF PROMISES FULLNESS OF TIME IN THE LAST DAYS

CCC 1092 In this sacramental dispensation of Christ's mystery the Holy
Spirit acts in the same way as at other times in the economy of salvation:
he prepares the Church to encounter her Lord; he recalls & makes Christ

manifest to the faith of the assembly. By his transforming power, he
makes the mystery of Christ present here & now. Finally the Spirit of
communion unites the Church to the life & mission of Christ.

CCC 751-757 Church: Name, Images and Symbols




Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

The Church is...

One - God is One

Holy - God is Holy

Catholic - God wills all to be saved

& Apostolic - Father sends Son & Spirit

One - Bond of Charity (Holy Spirit)

Holy - Love is the soul of holiness

Catholic - The whole means for the whole world
& Apostolic - Constituted apostolically

The Church’s Mission continues the Missions of the
Son & Holy Spirit



Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

The Church is One:

Owing to her Source, Foundation & Mission

She is a loving union One Unity
She is a locus of unification Only Singularity

What an astonishing mystery! There is one Father of the
universe, one Logos of the universe, and also one Holy Spirit,
everywhere one and the same; there is also one virgin become
mother, and | should like to call her "Church."

- St Clement of Alexandria



Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

Church’s Visible Bonds of Communion

CCC 815 What are these bonds of unity? Above all, charity
"binds everything together in perfect harmony." But the
unity of the pilgrim Church is also assured by visible bonds
of communion:

- profession of one faith received from the Apostles;
-common celebration of divine worship, especially of the
sacraments;

- apostolic succession through the sacrament of Holy
Orders, maintaining the fraternal concord of God's family.

The Church is One by virtue of these bonds = Unity



Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9
The Church is the Sole Church Founded by Christ

CCC 816 "The sole Church of Christ [is that] which our
Savior, after his Resurrection, entrusted to Peter's pastoral
care, commissioning him & the other apostles to extend &
rule it.... This Church, constituted & organized as a society
in the present world, subsists in (subsistit in) the Catholic
Church, which is governed by the successor of Peter & by
the bishops in communion with him."

The Second Vatican Council's Decree on Ecumenism
explains: "For it is through Christ's Catholic Church alone,
which is the universal help toward salvation, that the
fullness of the means of salvation can be obtained...[UR 3,5]

The Church is One by her uniqueness = Singularity



Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

Wounds to unity

CCC 817 Infact, "in this one and only Church of God from its very
beginnings there arose certain rifts, which the Apostle strongly
censures as damnable. But in subsequent centuries much more
serious dissensions appeared and large communities became
separated from full communion with the Catholic Church - for
which, often enough, men of both sides were to blame." The
ruptures that wound the unity of Christ's Body - here we must
distinguish heresy, apostasy, and schism - do not occur without
human sin....Where there is virtue, however, there also are
harmony and unity, from which arise the one heart and one soul
of all believers.

These ‘“wounds to unity” cannot deprive her of her
essential unity, which is unharmed by those who deprive
themselves of this gift.



Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

The Church is Holy:

CCC 867 The Church is holy: the Most Holy God is her author;
Christ, her bridegroom, gave himself up to make her holy; the
Spirit of holiness gives her life. Since she still includes sinners,
she is "the sinless one made up of sinners.” Her holiness shines
in the saints; in Mary she is already all-holy.

CCC 823 "The Church...is held, as a matter of faith, to be unfailingly
holy.

CCC 825 "The Church on earth is endowed already with a sanctity
that is real though imperfect."”

CCC 826 Charity is the soul of the holiness to which all are called: it
"governs, shapes, and perfects all the means of sanctification."”



Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

The Church is Catholic:

[Katholon (kata+holos) = according to the whole or universal]
In two ways: Intensively & Extensively

830 ...the Church is catholic in a double sense: First, the
Church is catholic because Christ is present in her. "Where
there is Christ Jesus, there is the Catholic Church." In her
subsists the fullness of Christ's body united with its head; this
implies that she receives from him "the fullness of the means
of salvation" which he has willed: correct and complete
confession of faith, full sacramental life, and ordained ministry
in apostolic succession. the Church was, in this fundamental
sense, catholic on the day of Pentecost and will always be so
until the day of the Parousia.



Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

Her intensive catholicity
The Church is Catholic: enables herto extend

throughout the world, in all

In two ways: Intensively & Extensively | ., iures, & retain her identity.

CCC 831 Secondly, the Church is catholic because she has
been sent...on a mission to the whole of the human race: “All
men are called to belong to the [Church, which,]...remaining
one & only one, is to be spread throughout the whole world & to
all ages in order that...God's will may be fulfilled: he made
human nature one in the beginning & has decreed that all his
children...should be finally gathered together as one....
the...universality which adorns the People of God is a gift from
the Lord himself whereby the Catholic Church ceaselessly &
efficaciously seeks for the return of all humanity & all its
goods, under Christ the Head in the unity of his Spirit.” [NA 1]



Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
The Church is Apostolic:

CCC 857 The Church is apostolic because she is founded on the
apostles, in three ways:

- she was and remains built on "the foundation of the Apostles," The
witnesses chosen and sent on mission by Christ himself;

- with the help of the Spirit dwelling in her, the Church keeps and
hands on the teaching, The "good deposit,” the salutary words she
has heard from the apostles;

- she continues to be taught, sanctified, and guided by the apostles
until Christ's return, through their successors in pastoral office: the
college of bishops, "assisted by priests, in union with the successor
of Peter, the Church's supreme pastor"

Apostolic Foundation, Teaching and Succession



Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

1 believe in ... the Communion of Saints

CCC 947 "Since all the faithful form one body, the good of each
is communicated to the others....We must therefore believe that
there exists a communion of goods in the Church. But the most
important member is Christ, since he is the head....Therefore,
the riches of Christ are communicated to all the members,
through the sacraments.” "As this Church is governed by one
and the same Spirit, all the goods she has received necessarily
become a common fund."

CCC 948 The term "communion of saints" therefore has two
closely linked meanings: communion in holy things (sancta)"
and "among holy persons (sancti).

Acts 2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon
every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common.
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Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

1 believe in ... the Communion of Saints

Church Triumphant
[In Heaven]

@

ne

Church Suffering Church Militant
[In Purgatory] [On Earth]

The Three States of the Church



Ladder of Faith: The Church - Rung 9

1 believe in ... the Communion of Saints

CCC 954 The three states of the Church. "When the Lord comes in
glory, and all his angels with him, death will be no more and all things
will be subject to him. But at the present time some of his disciples are
pilgrims on earth. Others have died and are being purified, while still
others are in glory, contemplating 'in full light, God himself triune and
one, exactly as he is"":

Al of us, however, in varying degrees and in different ways share
in the same charity towards God and our neighbours, and we all
sing the one hymn of glory to our God. All, indeed, who are of Christ
and who have his Spirit form one Church and in Christ cleave
together.

CCC 955 "So it is that the union of the wayfarers with the brethren who
sleep in the peace of Christ is in no way interrupted, but on the
contrary, according to the constant faith of the Church, this union is
reinforced by an exchange of spiritual goods." [All from LG 49]



Ladder of Faith: Forgiveness of Sins. - Rung 10
Moved to Lesson 6




