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Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory
Chapter Three & Rungs Ten - Twelve

Amen -So be it, It is true! “l BELIEVE!”

Rung 12...life everlasting [Particular & General
Judgements, Heaven, Purgatory & Hell]
Rung 11...resurrection of the body
[We die and rise in Christ; What, who, how, when?]
Rung 10...the forgiveness of sins
[Baptism and Penance, power of the keys]

Rung 9...the Holy Catholic Church, Communion of Saints
[The Church Economy, 4 Marks, Sts, Mary as first]
Rung 8...1 believe in the Holy Spirit...
[Joint mission with the Son in the Economy]

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 10

| believe....in the forgiveness of sins...resurrection of
the dead

Natural Powers: Supernatural Gifts: Praeternatural Gifts: Effects of OS:

Intellect Faith Knowledge ignorance
Wwill \ Hope, Charity Integrity Malice
Passions / Cardinal Virtues Concupiscence
+ Gifts of the HS i.e., We tend to sin
Body Impassibility Sickness
Immortality Death

Since the Fall our principal enemies are sin & death

‘“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man,
and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned.” Romans 5:12



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 10

| believe....in the forgiveness of sins

Whatis Sin?

CCC 1849 Sin is an offense against reason, truth, and right
conscience; it is failure in genuine love for God and
neighbor caused by a perverse attachment to certain
goods. It wounds the nature of man and injures human
solidarity. It has been defined as "an utterance, a deed, or
a desire contrary to the eternal law."” - St. Augustine

Mortal sin is a direct act of disobedience to God which
divides us from Him and introduces divisions into the
whole world. It is due an eternal penalty.



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 10

| believe....in the forgiveness of sins
[by Baptism]

CCC 978 "When we made our first profession of faith
while receiving the holy Baptism that cleansed us, the
forgiveness we received then was so full and complete
that there remained in us absolutely nothing left to
efface, neither original sin nor offenses committed by
our own will, nor was there left any penalty to sufferin
order to expiate them.... Yet the grace of Baptism
delivers no one from all the weakness of nature. On the
contrary, we must still combat the movements of

concupiscence that never cease leading us into evil "
[RC]



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 10

| believe....in the forgiveness of sins
[by Confession]

CCC 976 The Apostle's Creed associates faith in the
forgiveness of sins not only with faith in the Holy Spirit,
but also with faith in the Church and in the communion
of saints. It was when he gave the Holy Spirit to his
apostles that the risen Christ conferred on them his
own divine power to forgive sins: "Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained."”



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 10

| believe....in the forgiveness of sins

983 Catechesis strives to awaken and nourish in the faithful
faith in the incomparable greatness of the risen Christ's gift to
his Church: the mission and the power to forgive sins through
the ministry of the apostles and their successors:

The Lord wills that his disciples possess a tremendous power:
that his lowly servants accomplish in his name all that he did
when he was on earth. [Ambrose]

Priests have received from God a power that he has given
neither to angels nor to archangels .... God above confirms
what priests do here below. [Chrysostom]

Were there no forgiveness of sins in the Church, there would
be no hope of life to come or eternal liberation. Let us thank
God who has given his Church such a gift. [Augustine]



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 11

| believe....in the resurrection of the dead

Whatis Death?

CCC 403 Following St. Paul, the Church has always taught
that the overwhelming misery which oppresses men and
their inclination towards evil and death cannot be
understood apart from their connection with Adam's sin
and the fact that he has transmitted to us a sin with which
we are all born afflicted, a sin which is the "death of the
soul”.

After Adam and Eve sin, the soul, while retaining the
qualities of spirit, loses its claim to divine life &
eternal beatitude (image retained, likeness lost).



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 11

| believe....in the resurrection of the dead

What is Death?

CCC 400 The harmony in which they had found themselves,
thanks to original justice, is now destroyed: the control of the
soul's spiritual faculties over the body is shattered; the union of
man and woman becomes subject to tensions, their relations
henceforth marked by lust & domination. Harmony with creation
is broken: visible creation has become alien and hostile to
man. Because of man, creation is now subject "to its bondage to
decay".[Rm 8:21] Finally, the consequence explicitly foretold
for this disobedience will come true: man will "return to the
ground"[Gn 3:19], for out of it he was taken. Death makes its
entrance into human history.

Sin touches the bond between body & soul, they
become separable



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 11

| believe....in the resurrection of the dead

God did not make death, nor does he rejoice in the
destruction of the living. For he fashioned all things that
they might have being; for justice is undying....It was
through the devil’s envy that death entered the world.
Wisdom 1:13-14a, 15; 2:24

CCC 410 After his fall, man was not abandoned by God.

CCC 1005 To rise with Christ, we must die with Christ: we
must "be away from the body and at home with the Lord." In
that "departure” which is death the soul is separated from the
body. It will be reunited with the body on the day of
resurrection of the dead.




Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 11
| believe....in the resurrection of the body

The Peculiar Faith of Christians

Acts 17:30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but
now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31
because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the
world in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead.”32 Now when they heard of
the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others
said, “We will hear you again about this.”
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Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 11
| believe....in the resurrection of the body

CCC 997 What is "rising"? In death, the separation of
the soul from the body, the human body decays and the
soul goes to meet God, while awaiting its reunion with
its glorified body. God, in his almighty power, will
definitively grant incorruptible life to our bodies by
reuniting them with our souls, through the power of
Jesus' Resurrection.

CCC 998 Who will rise? All the dead will rise, "those
who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of
judgment."”



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

| believe....in the life of the world to come

Whatis Judgment?

I. The Particular Judgment

CCC 1022 Each man receives his eternal retribution in
his immortal soul at the very moment of his death, in a
particular judgment that refers his life to Christ: either
entrance into the blessedness of heaven-through a
purificationor immediately, - or immediate and
everlasting damnation.



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

| believe....in the life of the world to come

Whatis Judgment?

Il. The Last Judgment

Then Christ will come "in his glory, and all the angels
with him .... Before him will be gathered all the nations,
and he will separate them one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he
will place the sheep at his right hand, but the goats at
the left.... and they will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." (Matt
25 and Rev 20)



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

| believe....in the life of the world to come

Whatis Judgment?

CCC 679 Christ is Lord of eternal life. Full right to pass definitive
judgement on the works and hearts of men belongs to him as
redeemer of the world. He "acquired" this right by his cross. The
Father has given "all judgement to the Son". Yet the Son did not
come to judge, but to save and to give the life he has in
himself. By rejecting grace in this life, one already judges
oneself, receives according to one's works, and can even
condemn oneself for all eternity by rejecting the Spirit of love.

‘““He ascended into heaven & is seated at the right hand of
the Father. From thence He will come again to judge the
living & the dead.”



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

I believe....in the life of the world to come
Whatis Heaven?

CCC 1024 This perfect life with the Most Holy Trinity - this
communion of life & love with the Trinity, with the Virgin Mary,
the angels & all the blessed - is called "heaven." Heaven is the
ultimate end & fulfillment of the deepest human longings, the
state of supreme, definitive happiness.

CCC 1025 To live in heaven is "to be with Christ." the elect live
"in Christ," but they retain, or rather find, their true identity,
their own name.

‘“To the one who conquers | will give some of the
hidden manna, & | will give him a white stone, with a
new name written on the stone that no one knows
except the one who receives it.” Rev 2:17




Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

I believe....in the life of the world to come
Whatis Heaven?

CCC 1028 Because of his transcendence, God cannot be
seen as he is, unless he himself opens up his mystery to
man's immediate contemplation and gives him the capacity
for it. the Church calls this contemplation of God in his
heavenly glory "the beatific vision":

CCC 1023 Those who die in God's grace & friendship & are
perfectly purified live forever with Christ. They are like God
for ever, for they "see him as he is," face to face.

1 Cor 2:9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen,
nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined...God has
prepared for those who love him”
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| believe....in the life of the world to come

What is Purgatory?

CCC 1030 All who die in God's grace and friendship, but still
imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal
salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to
achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.

CCC 1031 The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final
purification of the elect ... [St Gregory the Great]

As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, before the
Final Judgment, there is a purifying fire. He who is truth says
that whoever utters blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will be
pardoned neither in this age nor in the age to come. From this
sentence we understand that certain offenses can be
forgiven in this age, but certain others in the age to come.



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

| believe....in the life of the world to come

What is Purgatory?

1 Cor 3:11-15 For no one can lay a foundation other than that
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,
straw— each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will
disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will
test what sort of work each one has done. If the work that anyone
has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If
anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he
himself will be saved, but only as through fire.

Rev 21: 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone
who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life.


https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://biblehub.com/revelation/21-27.htm___.YXAzOmFkc2Y6YzpvOmI0M2Q4MDNlYzA2OGE4OTkwZjgyYjIyMjFlNWYxMjJlOjc6YzQxMjpmNTQ0NTJmYWJjMWRhYTg1NjAzODZhNjJiMDEyZmQ2NTg2NTE0N2EyNmYzMTE2N2FhYTMzNDY5ODNkNDA1NmIzOnA6VDpG

Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

| believe....in the life of the world to come

What is Purgatory?

There are two types of punishment that apply to the two
types of sin:

Venial Sin = Temporal Punishment: Purgatory
owed to those who (inordinately) love temporal things
(means to the end)

Mortal Sin = Eternal Punishment: Hell
owed to those who hate eternal things (the supernatural
end itself)



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

| believe....in the life of the world to come

Whatis Hell?

CCC 1033 Our Lord warns us that we shall be separated from him
if we fail to meet the serious needs of the poor and the little ones
who are his brethren. To die in mortal sin without repenting and
accepting God's merciful love means remaining separated from
him forever by our own free choice. This state of definitive self-
exclusion from communion with God and the blessed is called
"hell."

St. Thomas tells us that just punishment is not simply a
matter of duration but is regulated by the gravity of the
crime. As mortal sin offends the eternal God, its
punishmentis eternal.
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| believe....in the life of the world to come

Whatis Hell?

CCC 1034 Jesus often speaks of "Gehenna" of "the unquenchable fire"
reserved for those who to the end of their lives refuse to believe and
be converted, where both soul and body can be lost. Jesus solemnly
proclaims that he "will send his angels, and they will gather. . . all evil
doers, and throw them into the furnace of fire,” and that he will
pronounce the condemnation: "Depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire!" [The Pain of Sense]

CCC 1035 The teaching of the Church affirms the existence of hell and
its eternity. Inmediately after death the souls of those who die in a
state of mortal sin descend into hell, where they suffer the
punishments of hell, "eternal fire." The chief punishment of hell is
eternal separation from God, in whom alone man can possess the life
and happiness for which he was created and for which he longs.

[The Pain of Separation]



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

| believe....in the life of the world to come

Whatis Hell?

Rev 21:8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable,
as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, &
all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire &
sulfur, which is the second death.

CCC 1036 The affirmations of Sacred Scripture and the
teachings of the Church on the subject of hell are a call to the
responsibility incumbent upon man to make use of his freedom
inview of his eternal destiny. They are at the same time an urgent
call to conversion: "Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide
and the way is easy, that leads to destruction, and those who
enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard,
that leads to life, and those who find it are few." [Mt 7:13-14]
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Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

| believe....in the life of the world to come

Why is there a Hell?

CCC 314 We firmly believe that God is master of the world
and of its history. But the ways of his providence are often
unknown to us. Only at the end, when our partial knowledge
ceases, when we see God "face to face", will we fully know
the ways by which - even through the dramas of evil and sin
- God has guided his creation to that definitive sabbath
rest for which he created heaven and earth.

As God is both just and merciful, so are all His acts, “for
our God is a consuming fire.” Heb 12:29.

Is Hell perhaps a mercy?



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

| believe....in life everlasting

Essential Remedies for the Problems of Sin and Death

Natural Powers: Praeternatural Gifts: Effects of Original Sin:

Intellect Knowledge ignorance

Wwill \ Integrity Malice = Confession

Passions / Concupiscence

Body Impassibility Sickness = Anointing
Immortality Death of the Sick

1 Tim 2:4 “God desires that all be saved and come to
knowledge of the Truth”



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory - Rung 12

| believe....in life everlasting

St. Thomas Aquinas teaches us that the end or aim of any
action is what governs all the choices we make to attain
that end. In our Christian walk we too often forget our end,
that our goal is the Beatific Vision, the perfect possession
of God Himself in heavenly bliss, in resurrected glory!

‘“man is directed to God, as to an end that surpasses the
grasp of his reason: ‘The eye hath not seen, O God, besides
Thee, what things Thou hast prepared for them that wait
for Thee’ (Isaiah 64:4). But the end must first
be known by men who are to direct their thoughts
and actions to the end.”

St. Thomas Aquinas, S.T.1, q. 1, a. resp.
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| believe....in life everlasting

CCC 1042 At the end of time, the Kingdom of God will come
in its fullness. After the universal judgment, the righteous
will reign for ever with Christ, glorified in body and soul. the
universe itself will be renewed:

The Church . . . will receive her perfection only in the glory
of heaven, when will come the time of the renewal of all
things. At that time, together with the human race, the
universe itself, which is so closely related to man and
which attains its destiny through him, will be perfectly re-
established in Christ.

CCC 1043 Sacred Scripture calls this mysterious renewal,
which will transform humanity and the world, "new
heavens and a new earth."



Ladder of Faith: Grace to Glory

| believe....Amen

CCC 1064 Thus the Creed's final "Amen" repeats and
confirms its first words: "l believe." To believe is to say
"Amen" to God's words, promises and commandments; to
entrust oneself completely to him who is the "Amen" of
infinite love and perfect faithfulness. the Christian's
everyday life will then be the "Amen" to the "l believe" of
our baptismal profession of faith:

May your Creed be for you as a mirror. Look at yourselfin
it, to see if you believe everything you say you believe.
and rejoice in your faith each day. -St. Augustine



The Creed: Ladder of Faith

Phil 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is
true, whatever is honorable, whatever
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence, if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about
these things. 9 What you have learned
and received and heard and seen in
me—practice these things, and the
God of peace will be with you.
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